
WFMP VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 2021 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2021 – SESSION A WORKSHOPS 

 

TIME SESSION TITLE BOARD PRESENTER(S) 

8:30 a.m. Opening Ceremony Welcome 

Land Acknowledgement 

Opening Liturgy 

 

CCC CCC Liturgy Committee 

8:40 a.m. KEYNOTE  (Part 2) Guardians of Hope, Bearers of the Promise, 

Stewards of Creation  

To provide, encourage and develop our 

understanding of what it means to be a 

Guardian of Hope, Bearer of the Promise, 

Steward of Creation 

KEYNOTE DAVID WELLS 

9:00 a.m. Feature Speaker Pandemic as Pregnant Pause 

While so much was 'put on hold', while we 

waited expectantly, each of us experienced some 

measure of transformation, gained some 

insights about ourselves, our lives, our 

professional practise.  As we turn a corner and 

enter the new normal, what will be brought to 

life in us as individuals and as a community.  Join 

us fora reflection on Person, Place, Promise and 

Purpose post-Pandemic. 

Institute for 

Catholic 

Education 

Dr. Anne Jamieson 



9:30 a.m. A1 When Faith Meets Coding: Integrating Coding 

in the Religion Classroom 

In this session, educators will be introduced to 

basic coding skills (i.e., how to use Scratch to 

code a Loop) and how they can be used by 

students to animate a scene in Scratch to 

communicate an understanding of their 

faith (e.g., coding a scene depicting what hope 

means to them, or animating the stations of the 

cross or a parable). Educators will also explore 

how coding supports the development of the 

Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations 

and the Global Competencies by providing 

students with opportunities to become creative, 

resilient, collaborative, critical thinkers capable 

of navigating the digital world. 

Dufferin-Peel Lisa Buczek, Michael 

Condotta 

10:00 a.m. A2 Mental Health, Behaviour, and Faith: A 

collaborative approach to transitioning from 

virtual to in-person learning 

In this “Mind, Body, Spirit” workshop, Niagara 

Catholic’s Mental Health Lead, Board Certified 

Behavior Analyst, and Board Chaplaincy Leader 

will explore the challenges of transitioning from 

virtual to in-person learning, with concrete 

strategies that educators and support staff can 

use to work with students. Our focus will be on 

students with mental health needs and 

behavioural deficits, and will explain how to re-

build connections and supports, while also 

focusing on one’s own mental well-being. This 

workshop will highlight the collaborative work 

between our mental health, ABA, and chaplaincy 

teams. 

Niagara Andrea Bozza, Julia 

Nemcko, Krista Wood 



10:30 a.m. A3 Memory-Keepers of the Promise of God: The 

Catholic Teacher as Joyful Witness & Catechist 

What role does religious education play in 

bringing hope to the lives of Catholic 

students?  With the publication of 

the Vatican’s new Directory for Catechesis, 

Catholic teachers are encouraged in their role as 

witnesses and memory keepers of the promise of 

God, who instills joy in all creation.  In this 

presentation, teachers will make connections 

between teaching religion and working 

alongside the Church to build the kingdom of 

God one day at a time in today’s complex world. 

 

Novalis Richard Olson 

11:00 a.m. A4 Listening with the Heart - Building Safe and 

Inclusive Classrooms Through Mindfulness and 

Meditation 

This presentation will include teacher and 

student materials to engage in courageous 

conversations. Educators will experience 

Mindfulness and Christian Meditation to create 

safe and inclusive spaces; tools and/or strategies 

to assist with conversational structures; Active 

Listening. Topics will have specific learning 

activities on: anti-racism; Catholic Social 

Teaching; Biblical stories as related to anti-

oppression education (Exodus and modern 

slavery); gender equity. 

CCC Dianne Banasco, Audrey 

Ferrer, Susan Hookong-

Taylor, Lisa Malcolm, 

Veronica Tuzi 



11:30 a.m. A5 Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ: Helpful 

Tools for Administrators and School Faith 

Leaders 

This session will focus on the many elements of 

your Religious Education program that can help 

school leaders build school-home-parish 

relationships.  Part 1: Using the Parish Website 

to enhance parish-school visits and connect with 

the themes being explored by students and 

teachers throughout the liturgical seasons.   Part 

2: Using the Student-Home Website to 

encourage families to celebrate their faith using 

the rich multimedia content and the Family 

Corner. 

Pearson Stephanie Wells, Carol 

Stokes, Terri Durham 

12:00 p.m. A6 For They Shall Be Comforted: Guidelines for 

Supporting the Bereaved in our Catholic 

schools 

This workshop outlines the new CCC resource, 

For They Shall Be Comforted: Accompanying the 

Bereaved in our Catholic Schools. Written by a 

team that included Teachers, Religion 

Consultants, Chaplains, and Mental Health 

Professionals, this resource embeds the latest 

research in trauma-informed care as well as 

years of experience in the practical aspects of 

supporting school communities who have 

experienced a loss. Staff who provide pastoral 

support in times of crisis will find many 

suggestions for consideration, classroom 

activities, lesson plans, prayers, and other 

resources that in conjunction with the Board's 

Crisis Response Guidelines will help them to 

meet the needs of those who are grieving. The 

CCC Kelly Picard-Lefterys 



resource has been packaged both as a Google 

Site and as a Shared Folder with links to other 

online resources. 

12:30 p.m. A7 The Stories behind the Art of the Catholic 

Graduate Expectations 

Greg Rogers together with Bruce Grey Catholic 

will sit down and share in the stories, humour, 

inspiration and creation of the Ontario Catholic 

Graduate Expectations 

Bruce-Grey Charlene Hoffman &  Greg 

Rogers 

 

 


