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Catholic Curriculum Corporation
Introductory Message
OUR PURPOSE
The Catholic Curriculum Corporation is a consortium of seventeen Catholic school boards across central and
western Ontario. As an important partner in Catholic education, we recognize that Catholic education exists to
provide a holistic formation of people as living witnesses of faith. We demonstrate our mission when we engage
with, and support, our member boards in sustained, substantive school improvement and student growth that is
reflective of a Catholic professional learning community.

OUR MISSION
Our mission is to build and sustain the Catholic capacity of educators through the development and provision of
high quality Catholic curriculum, resources, support and professional development.

OUR VISION
Faith Through Learning – A Distinctive Catholic Curriculum

Message from the Executive Director
On behalf of the Catholic Curriculum Corporation, I would like to thank Anthony Perrotta, project lead, and the
team of contributors from Toronto, York and London Catholic District School Boards, and the Ontario Catholic
eLearning Consortium, for their expertise and dedicated efforts in producing this resource. Thanks are also
extended to Grant McMurray for his guidance as Curriculum Manager.
From issues pertaining to indigenous culture and representation, to the intentional action of moving students from
passive media input to personalized output, this resource speaks to the need for students to be culturally
responsive and responsible citizens who understand the stories of others and live their lives as Catholics who
promote equity for all.
Once again, I offer sincere thanks to those who have supported our teachers with this resource. I wish continued
success to all who use this resource while sharing and celebrating our Catholic mission in education.
Michael Bator,
Executive Director
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Catholic Media Authorship Overview
Introducing Catholic Media Authorship
Dear Colleague,
Closing the trilogy of media focused resources beginning with The Catholic Film Reader and The Catholic
Filmmaker (now available from the Catholic Curriculum Corporation), Catholic Media Authorship provides an
authentic context in which media can be leveraged as a mode to shape, explore and enable equity and culturally
responsive teaching and learning in Catholic schools. From issues pertaining to indigenous culture and
representation to the intentional action of moving students from passive media input to personalized output, this
resource speaks to the need for students to be culturally responsive and responsible citizens who understand the
stories of others and live their lives as Catholics who promote equity for all.
Within the context of culturally responsive teaching and learning, we, as Catholic teachers, are called to ensure
that all students' voices, perspectives and cultural heritage are honoured within the classroom setting. As such,
personal stories and narratives matter. In activating media literacy as a critical and creative study, teachers can
foster a learning space where students grow in their cultural understanding, while also having the digital and multimodal skills to share who they are. From reading and producing films to understanding the creation of dominant
popular culture, media literacy is a critical and cultural literacy that can be truly transformational and globally
connective.
This resource features in class and online opportunities for learners to engage in cultural conversations and share
their own personal narrative through creative digital application. Through digital production, students are
encouraged to embrace learning from this module and are empowered to design their own unique online digital
portfolio. With a focus on creating, curating and connecting, the ability for students to connect with liked-minded
individuals online cannot be undervalued. Students must be taught about positive digital citizenship and be
provided with authentic opportunities to share their learning and who they are as Catholic students.
With all of this, Catholic Media Authorship is a classroom ready resource that can be introduced to students at
the beginning of a respective course or new unit of study. A standalone module, the entire resource can be
implemented or individual topics can be leveraged as needed.
On behalf of the entire Catholic Media Authorship team, thank you for your commitment to Catholic education
and for providing your students with innovative and unique learning opportunities. As your students readily access
media information in the palm of their hands, it's of pressing importance to move them from a state of passive input
to meaningful output. This promises to be a wonderful start.
All the best!
Anthony Perrotta,
Project Lead and Writer
Catholic Media Authorship - Media Literacy as an Enabler of Culturally Responsive Teaching and Learning
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Teacher’s Notes
The following videos feature project lead and writer Anthony Perrotta providing overviews of each topic. The goal
of these overviews is to support teachers in their contextualization of the learning resources provided.

Topic 1: Understanding Equity and Culturally Responsive Learning

https://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/cqj1bUO7kb

Topic 2: Why Representation Matters
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https://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/cqj1b5O7p0

The following are additional resources for your consideration:

Indian Residential Schools and Reconciliation Resources
http://www.fnesc.ca/irsr/

Project of Heart - Teacher Guides/Lesson Plans
(The First Nation Child and Family Caring Society)
http://projectofheart.ca/teacher-guideslesson-plans/

Topic 3: Culture and Audience

https://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/cqji6FOsmT

Catholic Media Authorship

Page 6 of 24

Topic 4: Create, Curate and Connect

https://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/cqji6yOsHF

Sample of Website / Blogging Tools

https://wordpress.com/

Wordpress

https://www.wix.com/
Wix
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https://www.weebly.com/ca

Weebly

Connecting on Twitter: Sharing Your Website and Blog

How to Use Twitter: Critical Tips
for New Users
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Topic 1: Understanding Equity and Culturally Responsive
Learning
REFLECT
Watch the following video, which will introduce you to the Catholic Social Teaching of “Life and Dignity of the
Human Person.”
While watching the video, reflect on what it means to believe in the dignity of all people.

https://youtu.be/ABRl2ZSs58E

Now, as a class, read the Gospel: Luke 10:25-37 (The Good Samaritan) and watch the Parable of the Good
Samaritan provided.
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https://youtu.be/53Pqw20xK10

Reflecting on the passage and the video, consider the following:
o
o
o

How was Life and Dignity of the Human Person fulfilled?
In your own life, do you see yourself as a Good Samaritan or a passerby?
How can you be a Good Samaritan in your school community and beyond?

ACTION
The story of the Good Samaritan is a stark reminder that action does matter. Your respective, position or title in
life, means little compared to the actions and values by which you live. As such, the story of the Good Samaritan
reminds us as Catholics that all human life has value and the dignity of all life is of pressing importance. It’s our
individual and shared goodness that cultivates communities of equity, where all people are loved and treated fairly,
regardless of who they are or where they come from.
In exploring the Catholic Social Teaching of “Life and Dignity of the Human Person” more fully, it is important to
understand why equity matters and what it means to be culturally responsive learners who recognize that all
people are made in the likeness of God.
Watch the video below of Dr. Marilyn Morris.
Dr. Morris is a United Nations educator with a specialization in the development of equity based educational
frameworks with a focus on the educational development of women in Caribbean countries.
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https://youtu.be/5AwN26RPn5w

After reflecting on the video, complete the following discussion:
In the video "In Conversation with Dr. Marlyn Morris: Equity and Equality," Dr. Morris challenges students
to think about their position in life and what it means to be privileged. With this, what is the difference
between Equity and Equality and how does this align with the parable of The Good Samaritan?
Reflect critically on all ideas presented and respond to at least one classmate with thoughtfulness and
purpose.
Teacher's Note: As a class, co-construct a success criterion that addresses thoughtful and purposeful
peer response.

CONSOLIDATION
Learning Goal: Through the completion of a journal entry, you will provide a critical reflection highlighting your
understanding of Catholic Social Teaching through the lens of Culturally Responsive Learning. Specifically, this
task is aligned with the curriculum expectations of: What does it mean to be a human/person and Critical
Analysis of our culture.
Watch the video below of Dr. Marilyn Morris addressing the need to be Culturally Responsive Learners. While you
are watching the video, reflect on who you are as a Catholic student.
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https://youtu.be/5lMdRqSUQVQ

Type up a journal reflection that answers the following question: How does our faith call on us to be Culturally
Responsive Learners?
Save your reflection and submit it to your teacher.

Journal Rubric:
Category

Level 1
(50-59%)

Level 2
(60-69%)

Level 3
(70-79%)

Level 4
(80-100%)

Thinking:
Student demonstrates a Demonstrates a
critical understanding of limited degree of
what it means to be a
effectiveness
human person and is
able to analyze culture
through the provocation
made by Dr. Morris
about Culturally
Responsive Learning.
/10
Communication:

Demonstrates a
moderate degree
of effectiveness

Demonstrates a
considerable
degree of
effectiveness

Demonstrates a
high degree of
effectiveness

Student writing is
effective and allows for
fluid idea sharing;
making connections to
the lesson and learning
materials shared.
/10

Demonstrates a
moderate degree
of effectiveness

Demonstrates a
considerable
degree of
effectiveness

Demonstrates a
high degree of
effectiveness

Catholic Media Authorship
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effectiveness
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Topic 2: Why Representation Matters
REFLECT
Within the Canadian education context, it’s imperative to understand that Canada is a colonial nation with an
incredibly complex historical narrative that reaches as far back as 1534. This history speaks directly to Aboriginal
people who were colonized by European expeditioners when discovering the “New World.” As such, it's important
to recognize how colonized history shapes a shared sense of equity in Canada.
More immediately, the cultural significance of the Residential Schools System in Canada and its lingering impacts
on the lives of Indigenous people is of pressing importance. As shared in the CBC news article titled A History of
Residential Schools in Canada, “In the 19th century, the Canadian government believed it was responsible for
educating and caring for aboriginal people in Canada. It was thought that their best chance for success was to
learn English and adopt Christianity and Canadian customs. Ideally, they would pass their adopted lifestyle on to
their children, and native traditions would diminish, or be completely abolished in a few generations."
As Catholic learners, it is important to recognize the Catholic Church’s active role in the establishment and
functionality of residential schools in Canada. As Discerning Believers, it's important to know and recognize the
Church's involvement in the Residential School System, while embracing the need to transcend guilt and live a
faith-based life as an active ally who stands with indigenous people in their quest for truth, reconciliation and
equity. As Discerning Believers, the goal is knowing a shared past and working towards a collective and better
present and tomorrow.
The Residential School System has had lingering impacts that are still felt today within and outside of Indigenous
communities. As such, colonization is a reality in the daily lives of all Canadians, as societal frameworks are
composed of dominant groups of people and others, such as Indigenous communities, who are systemically
displaced and marginalized.
Watch the video below and reflect on the message from Chief Robert Joseph, who shares his experience as a
residential school survivor and the importance of Truth and Reconciliation in Canada.
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https://youtu.be/2zuRQmwaREY

ACTION
Recognizing that the impacts of colonization are real, it is important to note that colonization exists beyond official
government policies that enabled the Residential School system to exist for 100 years.
Through popular media including film, television programming, popular literature and even sports marketing and
branding, the construction of representation plays a significant role in shaping perceived understanding and
making colonial thinking possible.
Watch the video (below) of Jesse Wente (Director of Indigenous Screen Office) on CBC's Metro Morning. In this
video he addresses the concerns with team mascots.

https://youtu.be/HT-YH1GbHgQ

The issue of representation for Indigenous people is grounded in the importance of authentic stories being told. As
such, authentic representation in popular media cannot be undervalued. It’s a pressing issue that speaks to the
need for stories to be told by groups that are often marginalized and displaced by dominant culture.
Catholic Media Authorship

Page 14 of 24

Watch the following film Barefoot, written and directed by Indigenous filmmaker Danis Goulet. While watching the
video, reflect on your sense of cultural responsiveness.
o
o
o

How did you respond to the characters in the film?
Can you appreciate the sense of confusion embedded within the narrative?
Do you believe that a group's past can hinder their present and future?

https://vimeo.com/309735757

CONSOLIDATION
Learning Goal: Through the completion of this journal entry, you will provide a critical reflection highlighting your
understanding of Catholic Social Teaching through the lens of representation. Specifically, this task is aligned with
the curriculum expectations of: Developing Critical Thinking Skills and Catholic Social Teaching.
Watch the video below featuring writer/director Danis Goulet. While you are watching the video, reflect on the
following questions:
o
o
o

What new understanding do you have pertaining to representation?
Why does representation matter in regards to your growth as a Culturally Responsive Learner?
How does this connect to the Catholic Social Teaching of Dignity of the Person?
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https://youtu.be/m5cjR33Ics8

Type up a journal reflection that answers the three questions shown above. Save your reflection and submit it to
your teacher.

Journal Rubric:
Category

Level 1
(50-59%)

Level 2
(60-69%)

Level 3
(70-79%)

Level 4
(80-100%)

Thinking:
Student
demonstrates critical
thinking skills and is able
to connect new learning
to Catholic Social
Teaching within the
context of being a
Culturally Responsive
Learner.
/10
Communication:
Student writing is
effective and allows for
fluid idea sharing;
making connections to
the lesson and learning
materials shared.
/10
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Demonstrates a
limited degree of
effectiveness

Demonstrates a
moderate degree
of effectiveness

Demonstrates a
considerable
degree of
effectiveness

Demonstrates a
high degree of
effectiveness

Demonstrates a
limited degree of
effectiveness

Demonstrates a
moderate degree
of effectiveness

Demonstrates a
considerable
degree of
effectiveness

Demonstrates a
high degree of
effectiveness
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Topic 3: Culture and Audience
REFLECT
What is your understanding of genre?
More than a category of popular culture such as film and music, genre is a reflection of shared experience. As
such, genre provides us with an opportunity to examine culture at any particular time and thus understand who we
are as a collective. With this, genre is a mirror onto ourselves and holds both stylistic and thematic codes and
norms.
Watch the video below of Dr. Anne Lancashire from the Catholic Curriculum Corporation resource, The Catholic
Film Reader. In this video Dr. Lancashire addresses the notion that popular film genre “rises from the political” and
thus all genres hold cultural meaning.

https://youtu.be/CkHRZKTEuy8

Now that you've watched the video of Dr. Lancashire, view the short horror film below titled Whisper. While
watching the film, reflect on the following as a whole group: What does the film "rise out of" and how does it
connect to Catholic values?
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https://youtu.be/J9gUIhkzNDk

ACTION
Looking at popular film as a great social experiment, the movie box office year-by-year can provide a window into
cultural mindset.
For example, in 2008 the film Iron Man was an unexpected blockbuster smash at the box-office and was
responsible for starting the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Looking at the timing of the film and its narrative, the story
resonated with a cultural mindset yearning for a new beginning as it pertained to the post 9/11 landscape.
Whereas the original Iron Man story of the 1960s grounds Tony’s birth as a hero within the context of the Vietnam
War, the 2008 film places Tony directly into the caves of Afghanistan where he realizes the complexity of war, all
while the relationship between heroes and villains are blurred. As such, Tony Stark and Iron Man of the Marvel
Cinematic Universe, rose directly out of a complex post 9/11 war landscape.
Looking at the year 2018, the most popular film at the North American box-office was the Marvel Cinematic
Universe entry Black Panther. Directed and co-written by African-American filmmaker Ryan Coogler, Black
Panther rose from a political time yearning for authentic and new representation all while American and global
politics were reeling from ideologies of division. At a time where the American government was placing barriers on
immigration and social activist groups such as Black Lives Matters had risen with cultural force, the film spoke to
an audience looking for entertainment along with a message of hope and inclusion through a form of
representation not embraced in mainstream blockbuster filmmaking. Although there have been African-American
superheroes on the big screen, the scope of Black Panther was not like anything seen before, as the story is not
just about a African-American superhero but the hero's culture and traditional world.
To further your understanding of the film's significance, watch the video below of Tananarive Due. Tananarive Due
is an instructor of Black Cinema at UCLA and is also a celebrated filmmaker (executive producer of Film Noire on
Shudder) and author of many horror books and short stories.
After watching the video, please complete the following discussion:
In watching the video of Tananarive Due why is Black Panther an important film when it comes to
representation and upholding the dignity of all people?
Reflect critically on all ideas presented and respond to at least one classmate with thoughtfulness and
purpose.
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https://youtu.be/pv3nIZ7yaLY

For more on Black Panther please visit: Reading Black Panther

CONSOLIDATION
Learning Goal: Through the production of a 1-Minute Film, you will effectively use digital technology to shape a
personal story that celebrates an aspect of your life. In doing so, you will illustrate your creative understanding of
the Catholic Graduate Expectation of being an Effective Communicator.
Recognizing that Black Panther is a celebration of African culture, reflect on your own cultural experience. How
does your cultural experience help shape who you are?
Using a personal smartphone, tablet or video recording device such as a DSLR camera, produce a video no longer
than 1 minute (not including 5 seconds of black at the beginning and end. The video will highlight one aspect of
who you are. This can speak to your cultural background, hobbies, etc. The video must feature original
videography, music and a film title and must tell a short story through video recorded images.
Watch the example below, which was shot and edited on a smart phone.

https://youtu.be/wqOfE1cyuKA
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Once you have completed your video, save it to your Google Drive or OneDrive. Submit a link to your video as
instructed by your teacher.

Video Rubric:

Category

Level 1
(50-59%)

Level 2
(60-69%)

Level 3
(70-79%)

Level 4
(80-100%)

Thinking:
Demonstrates a
Through effective use
limited degree of
of digital videography
effectiveness
and editing tools, the
student was able to
tell a 1-minute story
that was creative and
expressive of who
they are.
/20

Demonstrates a
moderate degree
of effectiveness

Demonstrates a
considerable
degree of
effectiveness

Demonstrates a
high degree of
effectiveness

Demonstrates a
moderate degree
of effectiveness

Demonstrates a
considerable
degree of
effectiveness

Demonstrates a
high degree of
effectiveness

Communication:
The student’s use of
digital video tools
was effective. The
videography was
effective (lighting
allowed for clear
video capturing,
camera movement
was fluid,
composition was
effective, etc.) The
editing of video and
music flowed
together well, etc.
/30

Demonstrates a
limited degree of
effectiveness

Once all class productions are completed, they will be shared in a large group screening. You will be encouraged
to introduce your film and provide context. The goal of this activity is to cultivate a classroom space that is
responsive and inclusive of diverse personal narratives and experiences.
Furthermore, as you begin to curate your digital portfolio with Topic 4, this video should be the first artifact that you
blog about. Post the video and blog about its meaning and how it speaks to who you are as a Catholic student.
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Topic 4: Create, Curate and Connect
REFLECT
How do you define who you are as a student? What is your brand?
Thinking of your brand is to recognize the importance of shaping a perception of who you are. Like Nike or Apple,
their corporate brands are grounded in the communication of key values.
As with this Nike "Dream Crazier" Ad, the importance of communicating key values is urgent for cultivating a sense
of self.

https://youtu.be/whpJ19RJ4JY

As a Catholic student, a key part of your brand is the Catholic Graduate Expectations. These expectations
transcend any one classroom space and speak to who you are as a holistic student in and outside of the
classroom.
Urgently: Are you able to effectively speak to or highlight your understanding or lived experience of the
Catholic Graduate Expectations?
Furthermore, as students within a global world, the urgency to "show your learning" is of pressing importance. As
such, your brand has the potential to be transformative in enriching your learning potential by creating dynamic
work, curating an interactive portfolio and connecting on social media with like-minded people and industry
leaders.
Catholic Media Authorship
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After watching the video, Why A Personal Brand Matters, (below), read the Action section that follows.

https://youtu.be/hxcFokVK-M4

ACTION
A critical aspect of being a Catholic graduate is harnessing your ability to be an Effective Communicator. An
Effective Communicator is a student who can not only examine the world through a critical faith-centred lens, but
also has the transferable digital skills needed to design and share thinking in dynamic ways that can reach a global
audience. As such, an Effective Communicator is a student who can communicate about who he or she is while
harnessing multi-modal tools such as video and graphics to "show his or her learning."
As an Effective Communicator, the practice of curating (“collect, select and present information or items such as
pictures, video, music”) learning artifacts and reflecting on learning is of critical importance. Such practices allow
you to be self-regulated learners who understand who you are, how you learn and your next steps for learning.
Your "Individual Pathway Plan" Digital Portfolio:
To be an effective learner is to be Self-Regulated.
Self-Regulation is very much the anchor of all learning skills; it is about being aware of who you are and actively
pursuing opportunities to better yourself as an individual learner.
With Self-Regulation in mind, you will grow to reflect on your learning through the creation of an individual online
portfolio. This portfolio will be a place to both curate work and reflect, carefully, on your learning, all while building
your brand as a learner.
As such, blogging will become instrumental to ensure that your portfolio is personalized and features your voice.
Within the framework of building your online portfolio and generating a brand that lives across social-media
applications, your need to be an organized learner becomes paramount.
To meet your goals, you must be Organized.
Organization, as a learning and life skill, helps you meet your goals. The goal of your online portfolio is to share
your voice and show your learning. As such, it must be organized with purpose and easily accessible online.
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Blogging as a mode to Self-Regulate and Organize:
There must be a fluidity between what you post within your portfolio and, consequently, what you then share via
social media such as Twitter. Branding organization will help you share your talents with the world.
Organizing and reflecting on your learning, along with sharing other aspects of your identity through blogging, is a
vital way to create impressions and get exposure online. Your blogging is not limited to school; perhaps you may
like to blog about a hobby, a recent movie you just watched etc. The more you blog, the more you show who you
are.
As shared by R. Kay Green (CEO and President of RKG Marketing Solutions), "blogging can enhance brand
visibility and improve your chances of success. In fact, blogging is one of the most effective ways to improve the
visibility of your brand online. Blogging greatly improves your search engine rank, establishes validity in your brand
and increases reach."
Watch the video (below) of high school students expressing the importance of curating a professional learning
portfolio.

https://youtu.be/zzC_m7NSALU
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CONSOLIDATION
Recognizing the need to curate, connect and share, watch the video (below) and create a digital portfolio that will
highlight learning across all subject areas, as well as showcasing your hobbies, interests and talents.

https://youtu.be/Etlq27i2I8A

Step 1: Think of 3 Brand Pillars that speak to who you are as a student, i.e., Student, Amateur Photographer,
Video Game Enthusiast, etc. These pillars will be the focus of your portfolio and blogging. Blog about a new game
that interests you, your school work etc. Share your voice. This portfolio can be about more than just school
work.
Step 2: Use a web application to design your portfolio. The landing page should be a blog and you should have
individual pages that highlight your brand. For example, pages such as: ABOUT ME, SCHOOL LIFE (with subpages for each course), PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO GAME REVIEWS. Use any application that works for you, such
as Wordpress, Wix or Weebly.
Step 3: Start branding. This means, build the website with a sense of graphic flavour including a custom header,
etc. Here is a website for an example: Vincent Pham - The Catholic Man.
Step 4: Once you feel comfortable with the design flow of your website, start curating and blogging.
Step 5: Create a professional Twitter account. Using this Twitter account, share your website as you update your
blog and post artifacts. Ask for feedback, leverage hashtags, etc. For example: Vincent Pham on Twitter
Recognize that this is a work in progress and that the goal is for the portfolio to exist and flourish over the
course and possibly even beyond your high school career.
Finally, submit your website URL to your teacher per his/her instructions.
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